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Rose de Bruyn
In this journal we feature some of the highlights and excellent prize winners from the British Medical Ultrasound Society Annual Scientific Meeting in Manchester 2004. By now all your abstracts should be in for the 2005 ASM and I hope this year's prize winners will be as forthcoming in writing articles for Ultrasound. The journal has a circulation of over 2000 worldwide so your work will receive enormous exposure in the Ultrasound community. The prestigious Donald MacVicar Brown lecture this year was given by Dr David Wilson, an International expert on the imaging of musculoskeletal disorders. In this era of magnetic resonance imaging, it is tempting for clinicians to be seduced by this expensive modality and lose sight of the value of ultrasound. Dr Wilson has given a very elegant review of the complimentary roles of these two imaging modalities. It's extremely important, as a sonographer, to know just how much one should be able to achieve with ultrasound before moving on to other imaging. His article reflects on his wide experience in the field.
For the first time ever included in your journal this month is a teaching CD. This has been very generously sponsored by echo charity UK (www.echocharity.org.uk) as a teaching aid to those of our members involved in Obstetric and Paediatric Cardiac scanning. If you have no use for the CD please pass it on to your colleagues in these fields who may not receive the journal. The CD accompanies Helena Gardiner's article on detection rates in perinatal cardiology.
We all know the importance of the transducers on our equipment, not to mention the potential litigation-should we be making mistakes with artefacts caused by faulty equipment. The article on Quality Assurance by Moore et al. raises some very important observations for the modern ultrasound department and certainly should raise awareness of potential problems with transducers. It seems a magnifying glass would be a good starting point.
Dr Mark Walsh et al. won the poster prize with his excellent review of splenic abnormalities. In an often neglected organ, his very comprehensive pictorial review includes a wide range of abnormalities very rarely seen.
The runner up in the poster competition was from Dr Dineen et al. presenting a very interesting series of cystic papillary carcinomas of the thyroid, and the sonographic and clinical lessons to be learned.
BMUS now has very well established links with Africa and Michael Kawooya has recently joined our editorial board. He has written an article on the development of Ultrasound in Uganda.
It seems as though Agenda for Change has been taking up a lot of energy. I do hope members find themselves correctly graded and, if not, I have included another article on the subject to give you food for thought and encouragement in your appeal.
